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June 1996 
 Fred Chaffee left FLWO to become Director of the Keck Observatory on 
Hawaii’s Mauna Kea.  
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The 6.5 meter mirror going into the building…very carefully! 
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An old FastCAD drawing still in use. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 8, 2004 
 Fred Lawrence Whipple an internationally acclaimed astronomer 
died in a Boston suburb. He was 97. He was best known for his work 
on comets. He discovered six and discovered they were really 
bodies of ice, snow, and debris. Re: the Boston Globe 
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MT VISITOR REFLECTION IN FRONT OF GAMMA RAY MIRRORS 
 
 This visitor, Charles Fields, was a shipmate of mine when 
we sailed on the good schoolship the USTS CHARLESTON 1956-57. We 
were midshipmen at the Massachusetts Maritime Academy. The 
photograph was taken buy his brother John, a professional 
photographer from Australia. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
July 2005 
 
 A huge forest fire endangered the observatory. This fire 
consumed more than 60,000 acres of the forest and came within 
one mile of the telescope buildings. Observatory personnel were 
evacuated on Tuesday, July 12th. More than 1,000 firefighters 
battled the blaze to protect this irreplaceable scientific 
resource.  
 The observatory survived due to the hard work and 
dedication of the U.S. Forest Service. 
 For more information and photos on this fire go to:  

http:www.cfa.harvard.edu/cfa/oir/FLWO/FloridaFire/ 
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 Several years after my retirement I happened to run into 
Karen Erdman-Myers in a bank at Green Valley. After an exchange of 
the usual “Hi, how are you, etc…” She asked, “What have you been 
doing with yourself?” I explained that I wrote a book. “You did!” 
“How did you do that?’ “ You couldn’t write a memo!”  

Oh well! Nine hundred copies later the “Sequel” is still in 
print and the royalties continue to add to the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy’s Scholarship Fund. 
Cheers! 
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